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WAA announces Spirit of the West Winners for 2022
STAFF REPORTS
THE WE ATHER FORD DEMOCR AT

The Weatherford Art
Association held the
Annual Spirit of the West
Awards last week at the
Doss Heritage and Culture Center. There were
more than 110 entries
into this art show that
fills two galleries at the
Doss.
Artists from all over
Texas and Colorado participated for cash prizes.
The show is currently
open through November.
Most of the works are
available for sale at the
end of the show. If interested, you may email
weatherfordart@yahoo.
com.
Winners earned money
donated from our gener-
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and her five daughters
remains a mystery to
this day. When Allen and
Dusky Hill, both Southerners by birth, moved
with their children to
Springtown in 1855, they
were among the earliest
settlers. They would probably be considered middle
class by today’s standards.
They purchased 160 acres
and made their living
farming, raising stock and
harvesting sweet potatoes
and molasses.
In late August of 1873,
oldest daughter Nancy
Hill, described in the
1919 deposition as having “a bad character” and
being “a disturbing element in the community,”
was chased on horseback
by a Springtown posse of
vigilantes to Montague
County near Denton
Creek, where she was
hanged to death, accused
of horse thieving. Two
days later, the posse of
vigilantes took Dusky’s
daughters Katherine and
Martha from their home
to Hangman’s Hollow,
approximately 3.5 miles

ous donors. Judy Draper,
Patricia Harder, Maria
Sexton, and Carolyn Bernard Young donations
were combined w ith
registrations to present
meaningful awards to
each artist. Best of Show
w inner earned $450
and Awards of Merit all
earned $250 for their
work.
Best of Show went to
Barbara Jones of Corsicana for her oil painting
“Indian Sage.” Awards
of Merit went to Joshua
Bradley of Wichita Falls
for his sculpture “Red
Oak.” This vase is made
with 523 pieces of wood.
Audrey Caylor of Linglev ille won for her
oil “Alone in Carbon.”
Johnny Hogue of Jus-

southwest of Springtown,
where they were also
hanged to death.
A few days later, with
their murderous appetites
not quite sated, the posse
of vigilantes burned the
Hill home to the ground,
forcing remaining family
members, Dusky, daughters Eliza, Adeline and
Belle and son, Allen Jr., to
flee. The vigilantes caught
them, and after driving
back the youngest of the
children, Belle, 12 and
Allen Jr., 13, the vigilantes shot and killed Dusky,
Eliza and Adeline near the
town of Agnes, bringing
the total to six the number
of Hill women murdered
by the vigilantes; half of
them teenagers. The two
youngest Hill children,
undoubtedly traumatized
for life, were sent to live
with a local reverend until
adulthood.
The question that
remains for historians
and the curious alike is,
why? Was it because the
Hill family had Union
sympathies? Were Dusky
and her daughters having
too many male visitors,
or running a house of ill
repute? Was one of the
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Winners of the Spirit of the West Art Competition, from left, are Dawn Secord, Audrey Caylor, Pam Tullos, Barbara
Jones, Joshua Bradley and Johnny Hogue.

tin won for his oil “New
Blanket II.” Judy Mason
of Weatherford won for
her Acr ylic “Miguel’s
Steed.” Dawn Secord of
Westminster won for her

daughters pregnant by a
well-to-do Springtown
citizen and blackmailing him? Were the Hills
simply an unruly, sinful bunch who had worn
out their welcome with
the townspeople? All the
above were rumors and
speculations that were
tossed around for years.
Sadly, the truth will
remain unknown.
The Veal Station Cemetery still gets many
visitors, some no doubt
hoping to get a glimpse
of the ghost, although the
gate to the graveyard is
locked at night, and trespassers are forbidden.
For more information
on the Hill Family killing,
the definitive work to read
is With the Past Let These
Be Buried: The 1873 Mob
Massacre of the Hill Family in Springtown, Texas,
by Helen McClure, published by the Texas State
Historical Association in
The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Volume
105, July, 2001 - April
2002.
Les Branson is a writer and
filmmaker who grew up in
Poolville.

pastel titled “Lone Calf.”
Pam Tullos of Granbury
won for her oil of “Painted
Desert.”
Spirit of the West is
an annual show hosted

by the Weatherford Art
Association. For more
i n for mat ion rega rding open shows, email
weatherfordart@yahoo.
com. The next show will

be the Parker County Student Show in the spring
of 2023 and will be an
online show. Peach Festival registrations will
occur in May of 2023.

QUAIL

persed habitat and timely
rainfall this year, the outlook for far West Texas is
more promising.
Last year, we observed
a decline in scaled quail
populations in the TransPecos but the birds that
did survive were enough
to propel us into the 2022
nesting season and provide
a reproductive spark, added
McLaughlin.
“The average number of
quail observed per route
was 13.1 this year, an
increase from 4.3 in 2021,”
said McLaughlin. “While
still below our 15-year
mean of 16.3, these results
represent a shift in the right
direction. Most other ecoregions experienced small
gains or losses and were
extensions of long-term
trends.”
Unfortunately, hunting for northern bobwhite
and scaled quail in other
regions of the state could
be a challenge. McLaughlin
said a combination of low
population numbers, variably poor habitat conditions
and below-average rainfall
has sunk populations into a
hole which is proving hard
to escape.

A regional breakdown
of this year’s TPWD quail
index survey for northern bobwhite and scaled
quail , including highlights
and prospects, is available
online.
For county-specific regulations regarding upland
game birds, along with
information on means
and methods, license
requirements and more,
consult the 2022-23 Outdoor Annual , which was
made possible in part
by support from Chevy
Silverado. Hunters can
download the free Outdoor
Annual mobile app for iOS
and Android .
The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Foundation, official nonprofit partner of
TPWD, sponsors a quail
conservation license plate
to raise critical funding to
enhance quail conservation
efforts, including habitat,
conservation and education. For just $30, anyone
can put one of these conservation license plates on
their vehicle, motorcycle
or trailer. For every license
plate purchased, $22 goes
to TPWF to support quail
conservation.

produce, so it’s an opportune time to work on
healthy eating habits. How
about planting a garden
as a fun family activity?

shorter. Freeze what you
can’t eat right away so
that you can enjoy them
Powered the
by TECNAVIA
throughout
winter.
Staying fit and eating
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McLaughlin, it is possible
this late season moisture
will improve opportunities
for late season nesting, but
it is unknown how well the
broods will fair and what
their contributions will be
to the fall populations.
Scaled quail are better evolved to withstand
drought than bobwhites
but nonetheless also rely
on timely rainfall in the
spring and late summer to
grow populations. There
is some room for hope for
good hunting conditions
in the Trans-Pecos region
thanks to some timely rain
this year.
“The foundation on which
these populations are built
are habitat and annual
rainfall, and there are two
storylines for scaled quail
in 2022: the Trans-Pecos,
and everywhere else,” said
McLaughlin. “The TransPecos continues to be our
top producing ecoregion for
blue quail and will be one
of the few places in the state
with room for optimism
this hunting season. The
benefactor of widely dis-
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under the hot sun. Fluid
also helps in exercise

